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can be commenced, a mining concession must be purchased for which it is necessary to
produce an engineer’s report indicating the presence of an orebody. The taxation applied
most frequently is a percentage of net profits of producing mines or royalties. In New-
foundland, the provincial mining tax was modified after Confederation on Mar. 31, 1949
to conform with the provincial obligations under the Dominion-Provincial Tax Agreement.
No other form of taxation or royalty exists. In Saskatchewan, subsurface mineral regu-
lations covering non-metallics stipulate the size and type of dispositions that may be made
in order to maintain the disposition in good standing, provide for fees, rentals and royalties,
and set out generally the rights and obligations of the disposition holder.

Fuels.—In provinces where coal occurs, the size of holdings is laid down together with
the conditions of work and rental under which they may be held. In Quebec, ordinary
mining claims give rights to all mineral substances and to their development, and stakings
for combustible natural gas, salt, coal, mineral oil or naphtha, or iron sands may cover
1,280 acres per claim. In Nova Scotia, mining rights to certain minerals, including
petroleum, occurring under differing conditions may be held by different licensees. Pro-
vision is sometimes made for royalties. Acts or regulations govern methods of production.
In the search for petroleum and natural gas, an exploration permit or reservation is usually
required; however, in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia leases usually
follow the exploration reservation whether or not any discovery of oil or gas is made. In
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, exploration costs are applicable in part on the
first year’s lease rental. In other provinces, the discovery of oil or gas is usually prerequisite
to obtaining a lease or grant of a limited area, subject to carrying out drilling obligations
and paying a rental, a fee, or a royalty on production.

Quarrying.—Regulations under this heading define the size of holdings and the terms
of lease or grant. In Nova Scotia, sand deposits of a quality suitable for uses other than
building purposes and limestone deposits of metallurgical grade belong to the Crown;
gypsum quarries belong to the owner of the property. On Quebec private lands the quarry
belongs to the owner; on Crown lands mineral rights belong to the Crown and may be
obtained in accordance with the provisions of the law although the rights to exploit peat
or marl must be obtained by special licence. In Saskatchewan, sand and gravel belong to
the owner of the surface of the land. In Alberta, sand, gravel, clay and marl recovered
by excavating from the surface belong to the owner of the surface of the land.

Copies of mining legislation including regulations and other details may be obtained
from the provincial authorities concerned.

Section 4.—Statistics of Mineral Production

Subsection 1.—Value and Volume of Mineral Production

Statistics of the annual value of mineral production are available from 1886, total
production being shown for five-year intervals from that date to 1950 and annually for
subsequent years in Table 3. These figures are not strictly comparable throughout the
period because of minor changes in methods of computing metallic content of ores sold and
valuations of products but they do serve to show broad trends in the mineral industry.

The mineral industry has tripled its value of output in the past 15 years. In 1949,
the base year for many economie studies, the production per head of population was $67.01;
by 1963 this had advanced to $158.94. Although part of the increase was accounted for
by higher prices, the index of the volume of output from Canadian mines recorded an
advance from 100.0 to 294.4 in the same period (see p. 575).



